
Instructional Strategy/Tool: List-Group-Label










Description: 
List-Group-Label allows students to brainstorm and categorize as a way to understand key terms for concept development. This strategy can be used to review familiar concepts. 






Purpose/Objectives:

1. Students generate word associations among terms that are related to the same concept.


2. Activates students’ background knowledge.


	Vocabulary

Term/Concept 
	*Verbal Representation
	*Mathematical/Visual/

Verbal Example

Or Showing Sentence
	*Underlying Concept
	Standard

	
	Description/ explanation of the terms
	Numeric/ visual examples or showing sentence
	The concept represented by the term

	Standards requiring an understanding of the term


*Consistently refer to these when teaching the term.

Teacher Preparation: 

Identify a broad concept for generating student responses.


Materials: 

1. Chart paper, white board or List-Group-Label transparency

2. Student copies of blank List-Group-Label Graphic Template (see next page)





Approximate Time: 
20-25 minutes












Lesson: 

1. List the mathematical term/concept on the chart, board, or transparency and have students repeat the term. Tell the students the verbal representation and the underlying concept.




2. Ask students to generate (in whole group or small group) all the words, phrases or examples associated with the topic. Prompt students or give a few examples.






3. Accept and record a list of up to 20 words as appropriate. Record student responses on chart paper or a transparency. Do not record the terms in any particular order or grouping.


4. In small groups, have the students group the words based on characteristics. At this point, they should delete words that don’t belong.


5. Once categories have been made, students should label each category.



6. Have each group share their word groups, justify their choices, and reasons for deletion.



7. If additional labels are appropriate for related terminology, prompt students to generate more words related to the new label. 










8. Encourage students to revise their lists after students share out. 





9. Have students summarize (verbally or in writing) what they have learned about the concept.

Assessment: Given a concept, ask students to generate a list of words that are associated with it or given a list of words, ask students to identify the underlying concept. 











List-Group-Label 

Term/Topic: 













Step 1.
Free Association (whole class)


Step 2.
Grouping and Labeling (whole class, pairs, small groups)

Label: 





























Label: 















Label: 














Deleted Terms:














Step 3.
Summary of Learning
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