
Instructional Strategy/Tool: Rating Vocabulary   








Description: 
Designed for rating students’ knowledge of key vocabulary concepts or terms by focusing metacognition on the concept or term.
Purpose/Objectives:

1. Helps students determine if terms are familiar or unfamiliar through the use of a graphic organizer.

2. Encourages the development of metacognition and of strategic responses to unfamiliar words they encounter.

	Vocabulary

Term/Concept 
	*Verbal Representation
	*Mathematical/Visual/

Verbal Example

Or Showing Sentence
	*Underlying Concept
	Standard

	
	Description/ explanation of the terms
	Numeric/ visual examples or showing sentence
	The concept represented by the term

	Standards requiring an understanding of the term


*Consistently refer to these when teaching the term.

Teacher Preparation: 

1. Identify crucial mathematics vocabulary from the current unit of study or lesson. 


2. Develop a Rating Vocabulary Worksheet.  See template on next page.


Materials: 

1. Chart paper or transparency of the Lesson/Unit Rating Vocabulary Worksheet

2. Copies of the Lesson/Unit Rating Vocabulary Worksheet for students to use



Approximate Time: 
10-15 minutes



Lesson: 

1. Introduce the mathematical concept to students. Have students repeat the term.



2. Tell students the verbal representation of the concept and the underlying concept. Refer to these often.


3. Give students a copy of the selected terms on the Rating Vocabulary Worksheet.  



4. Explain the rating system:
1) Never saw the word; 2) Saw the word, but not sure; 3) can explain the word;4) Can use the word

5. Read the words aloud. Have students repeat each word and rate the word before going on to next word.

6. Use the Rating Vocabulary Worksheets as a guide to determining the depth at which you will need to address the lesson/unit vocabulary. Explicitly teach the vocabulary necessary prior to teaching the lesson.


7. Teach the mathematics unit or lesson. (Note: the mathematics lesson might take more than one day.)

8. Have students rate the words again after the lesson.








9. Break into small groups and have students discuss the meaning of the words and how they figured it out if they did not already know the word.








10. List on the board the words that they still do not understand.


Assessment: Can be used as a pre or post assessment by having students complete the Rating Vocabulary Worksheet for the given mathematics vocabulary terms.  If the students need more assistance with some terms, then other vocabulary lessons from this document can be used to make those terms more understandable.

Rating Vocabulary Worksheet

Lesson/Unit: 














1) Never saw the word     2) Saw the word, but not sure
  3) Can explain it
4) Can use the word 

	Vocabulary Word
	Rating

Before the Lesson/Unit
	Rating

After the Lesson/Unit

	1.


	
	

	2.


	
	

	3.


	
	

	4.


	
	

	5.


	
	

	6.


	
	

	7.


	
	

	8.


	
	

	9.


	
	

	10.


	
	

	11.


	
	

	12.


	
	

	13.


	
	

	14.


	
	

	15.


	
	












































Copyright 2005 San Diego County Office of Education. All rights reserved.


