Instructional Strategy/Tool: Venn Diagram









Description: 
Students are able to further develop their understanding by comparing and contrasting two different concepts.   














Purpose/Objectives:

1. Promotes conceptual understanding and academic vocabulary for terms.



2. Provides multiple levels of practice with mathematics vocabulary and concepts.





3. Provides clarity between the two terms/concepts.









	Vocabulary

Term/Concept 
	*Verbal Representation
	*Mathematical/Visual/

Verbal Example

Or Showing Sentence
	*Underlying Concept
	Standard

	
	Description/ explanation of the terms
	Numeric/ visual examples or showing sentence
	The concept represented by the term

	Standards requiring an understanding of the term


	Vocabulary

Term/Concept 
	*Verbal Representation
	*Mathematical/Visual/

Verbal Example

Or Showing Sentence
	*Underlying Concept
	Standard

	
	Description/ explanation of the terms
	Numeric/ visual examples or showing sentence
	The concept represented by the term

	Standards requiring an understanding of the term


*Consistently refer to these when teaching the term.

Teacher Preparation: 

1. Identify two concepts or terms from the current lesson or unit of study.






2. Create a Venn Diagram on the board, chart paper, or have it available on a transparency.


Materials: 

1. Transparency of Venn Diagram, chart paper, or a white board







2. Copies of Black line master of Venn Diagram for students








3. Transparency of Venn Diagram Answer Key










Approximate Time: 
10-15 minutes


Lesson: 
1. Discuss with students the three parts of a Venn Diagram using the Venn Diagram Transparency and share an example with familiar terms. The first circle will contain all the features of one term. The second circle will include all the features of the second term. The intersection of the two circles will hold the features common to both terms. See sample of Venn Diagram provided on the next page (pizza/cheeseburger).



2. Introduce the two terms to be compared and have the students repeat the words.  





3. Give the verbal representation and mathematical examples  for each term as well as the underlying concept. 


4. Elicit from students words or phrases they know about each of the terms. Accept and record all responses on chart paper or a white board at this point. 


5. Divide the class into pairs and have the students use their Venn Diagram graphic organizer to place the
 student responses in the appropriate sections of the circles to compare and contrast the terms or omit responses as appropriate. 












6. Bring the entire class back together and discuss their Venn Diagrams. Be sure to have students discuss what they used and what they didn’t use from the list of student responses. Teacher should record answers on the blank Venn Diagram transparency.









7. Place the Venn Diagram Answer Key transparency on the overhead. Students can compare their responses and discuss appropriate use of the terms. 



Assessment:

Students can summarize the similarities and differences between the two terms and describe a situation in which each would be appropriate. 








Sample Venn Diagram

              Pizza

                      Cheeseburger






Venn Diagram








Lettuce


Bun


Pickles


Mayonnaise


Mustard





Cheese


Tomatoes


Meat





Crust


Tomato sauce


Spices








Note: Use a non-mathematical example that is common knowledge for your student population.
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