Instructional Strategy/Tool: 
Word Map 










Description: 
Designed for teaching the definition of key vocabulary concepts by focusing on the key
 components of a concept (characteristics, examples, comparisons, and category).






Purpose/Objectives:

1. Helps students develop a rich understanding of a concept through the use of a graphic organizer.



2. Provide an opportunity to consider the various properties of concepts.






	Vocabulary

Term/Concept 
	*Verbal Representation
	*Mathematical/Visual/

Verbal Example

Or Showing Sentence
	*Underlying Concept
	Standard

	
	Description/ explanation of the terms
	Numeric/ visual examples or showing sentence
	The concept represented by the term

	Standards requiring an understanding of the term


*Consistently refer to these when teaching the term.

Teacher Preparation: 

1. Identify essential mathematics vocabulary from the current lesson or unit of study. 




2. Prepare an appropriate example for completing the Word Map.





 

Materials: 

1. Chart paper or transparency of Word Map organizer









2. Personal or textbook math glossaries



3. Student copies of blank Word Map graphic organizer (see next page) for student recording











Approximate Time: 
25-30 minutes



Lesson: 

1. Introduce the mathematics vocabulary term to students in the center of the Word Map. Have students repeat the term.



2. Tell students the verbal representation of the term and the underlying concept. Refer to these often.


3. Show students multiple examples of the term. Include non-examples when appropriate.




4. Guide the students in completing the Word Map by asking the following:







• What is this? (verbal representation/category)


• What is it related to? (related terms/associations/analogies)


• What are some examples? (mathematical examples)


• What does it look like? (visual/symbolic examples)

5. Have students use textbooks and glossaries to contribute information for the Word Map.


 Together write a verbal description of the term.








Assessment: Can be used as a pre or post assessment by having students complete the Word Map for a given mathematics vocabulary term or concept.
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